

[bookmark: _17dp8vu]SOUTHWELL TOWN COUNCIL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 2025

The Town Council is committed to transforming Southwell into a cleaner, greener town, making it a more pleasant place to live and work for everyone.  The objective is to encourage Southwell to become a net zero town with a high quality built and natural environment as well as a healthy and active population. 

A.	Strategic Action	
A.1.	Southwell Town Council notes that there is a climate and biodiversity emergencyi.
A.2.  Southwell Town Council agrees to:
1. Ensure that all Council policy proposals consider the impacts of climate change and its mitigation as well as opportunities to adapt and enhance the local environment, including biodiversity;
2. Investigate funding opportunities for action and seek out best practice to improve our local environment;
3. Take local action to contribute to national carbon targets through the development of Southwell Town Council’s practices and policies; and actively work alongside County, District and neighbouring parish councils.
4. [bookmark: _30j0zll]Lobby relevant bodies to ensure that all development in Southwell includes measures to minimise environmental impacts;
5. [bookmark: _du7p1or8xmu0]Lobby for improved and integrated public transport;
6. Work with our residents, businesses, organisations and environmental groups to raise awareness of sustainability and positively change behaviours through partnerships and inspirational projects;
7. Develop a communication strategy to convey to the community the severity of the situation and to help inspire and support wider action;
8. Adopt ethical purchasing and investment practices;
9. Ensure that staff training on climate change and biodiversity topics is provided.

B.	Specifically	
[bookmark: _1fob9te]B.1.  Southwell Town Council will work to become a Net Zero Carbon Council by:
1. Reviewing the environmental performance of our land and properties with the aim of improving them;
2. Using 100% renewable electricity in council property; 
3. Minimising energy and water usage across the Council’s estate;
4. Supporting the adoption of sustainable technologies where possible;
5. Reducing the amount of, and carbon content of, the fuel used by vehicles and equipment on Council business;
6. Replacing our vehicles with ULEV ones as soon as economically possible;
7. Reducing waste, recycling where possible and minimising the use of paper and single- use plastics in our work.

[bookmark: _3znysh7]B.2.  Southwell Town Council will improve the built and natural environment by:
       B.2.a
1. Reviewing and maintaining the Southwell Neighbourhood Plan to include environmental improvement requirements (including when required by new regulations);
2. Enhancing the quality, extent and accessibility of Southwell’s open spaces;
3. Reviewing the layout and condition of our highways, footpaths and cycleways and recommending improvements to their condition and accessibility to the Highway Authority to minimise carbon emissions.

      B.2.b Southwell Town Council will safeguard and enhance biodiversity 
Recognising the duty placed on us by the 2021 Environment Actii (and any future legislation or amendments to existing legislation), we will work towards conserving and enhancing the biodiversity of Southwell and its surroundings. Both the Full Council and its committees will consider sustainability, environmental impact and biodiversity when making decisions. They will develop and implement policies and strategies as required. The committee with specific responsibility for biodiversity is the Town Environment Committee, which is advised and supported by the Climate and Nature Working Group. 

In particular, the Council will aim to improve the biodiversity of the local area in the following ways:
· Incorporating biodiversity within our Neighbourhood Plan, reviewing the potential impact on biodiversity represented by planning applications and responding to consultations accordingly;
· Managing our land and property using environmentally friendly practices with the aim of promoting biodiversity and seeking opportunities for rewilding;
· Supporting our operations through the adoption of low impact/nature positive practices;
· Planting trees in appropriate areas to improve biodiversity and mitigate carbon emissions produced by Southwell – we will ensure that the tree population of Southwell is increased and any trees lost will be more than replaced;
· Influencing, encouraging, partnering with and supporting local residents, landowners, organisations and businesses as well as County, District and neighbouring parish councils in their own activities to protect and improve biodiversity.
      

B.3.	Southwell Town Council will inspire and offer practical support to our community to make changes that will benefit not only climate and biodiversity but also themselves; for example, by saving energy, reducing bills, reducing congestion, enhancing their green spaces and adopting healthier lifestyles.  We will signpost and promote opportunities for Southwell residents to access information, help and funding for:
1. [bookmark: _2et92p0]Using public transport, cycle routes and footpaths;
2. Saving energy and reducing bills by increasing fuel efficiency and insulation;
3. [bookmark: _tyjcwt]Taking up incentives and grants for renewable and low carbon energy sources;
4. [bookmark: _3dy6vkm]Minimising waste by avoiding waste creation or Reducing, Reusing, Recycling and Composting, including by supporting traders to avoid plastic packaging; 
5. [bookmark: _1t3h5sf]Using Fairtrade products and locally grown food;
6. Healthier eating such as Meat-free Mondays, ‘5 A Day’ and Change4Life.

[bookmark: _4d34og8]C.	Accountability: Southwell Town Council will:
1. Update an Implementation Plan to facilitate Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic and Timebound (SMART) actions to be taken in line with this policy;
2. Monitor and measure its performance against this policy and review it annually;
3. Communicate this policy and publish it on its website.
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This Policy was adopted by Southwell Town Council on: 10 September 2025
References: 
i.	The Climate Change Act – https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents
ii.        Environment Act2021 – https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uk/ukpga/2021/30/contents


