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TOWN COUNCIL




WAR MEMORIAL RECREATION GROUND (WMRG) 

USE OF FOOTBALL PITCHES – POLICY
1. Policy.

The WMRG is a public Recreation Ground. In the context of football, it is a public recreation ground on which football, and other activities, take place. 

The Council has an established successful policy of encouraging vibrant multi-use of the WMRG. 

2. Lease.

Of the land upon which the pavilion is built.

a. The Council granted a lease to Southwell City FC (SC) on 10th December 1992, (being a renewal of an earlier lease with similar terms). 

b. The Council's intention was to give a degree of a surety of usage of the lower pitch.

This surety would enable SC to make investment in proper amenities (e.g.: Pavilion). 

c. It was not the Council's intention to grant exclusive/on demand use of the lower pitch to SC; this would have been contra to 1. above.

d. The lease was drawn up on a ‘mutual understanding’ of the above points. As such it was prepared in a spirit of co-operation and contains some ambiguities. 

e. The lease is explicit that any use of any pitch would be subject to the Council’s agreement.

Modus operandi. 

a. The Council's policy intentions have been the modus operandi since before 1992.

b. SC have been the major user of the lower pitch, with other teams (Southwell Amateurs - SA) having ‘minor’ use when S C first team is not playing at home.

c.
It was not thought necessary by either party to review the modus operandi or the lease at the time SC were given permission to erect floodlights on a lower pitch, in 2000 (?).

d.
In line with the policy per 1. above, the Council has not sought to recover in match fees – from any user - the full cost of pitch maintenance and preparation, which is considerably in excess of income. 

4.
Recommendation. 

a.
There should be no change to the current modus operandi. 

b.
The order of priority for use of the lower pitch should be: 

1. SC 1st team home games – any day of the week. 

2. SA 1st team home games - 1st September to 31st March.

3. SC 2nd team league home games, Saturdays. 

4. All other teams and fixtures, the lower and upper pitches, and non-league fixtures - by prior arrangement with the Town Council, and hopefully in a spirit of mutual co-operation.

All teams to submit fixture lists and requests for pitch usage in writing and in as much detail as possible to the Council, as far in advance as practicable, and in any case not less than 1 month in advance. The Council will maintain confidentiality regarding proposed fixtures until the pitch allocations are determined and issued.

c. The Council to be the final arbiter.
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