
MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL 

Wednesday 21st September  2011 7.00p.m.

The Old Courthouse, The Burgage, Southwell

MINUTES

7.00p.m.
Present: Cllrs. P Harris  (Chairman), K Ashworth, A Gregory, J Hamilton, 


P Handley, L Harris, N Mure , M Pay, C Pierpoint,  P Rainbow, S Rodgers, 

B Smith. 

In attendance: C Standish – Clerk to the Council, two visitors and the press.

1
Apologies for absence. Cllrs R Dobson, B Prentice, T Brown.
2
Minutes of previous meetings.
2.1
Wednesday 20th July 2011 -  accepted unanimously as a true record and signed by the Chairman.


2.2
Matters arising  - none.
3
Council members’ declarations of interest for items on the agenda.  None.
4
It was Proposed and Resolved, 7 for, 5 against,  ‘Cllr S Rodgers is appointed as an additional Town Council representative to the  Centenary Sports Ground Committee’. 

A Proposed amendment to the above ‘Cllr S Rodgers replaces H Ureche as the Council representative on the CSG Committee’ was not carried 7 against, 5 for.
5
5.1 Annual Review of the Southwell Emergency Help Guide.  The Guide was discussed and the following amendments agreed:-  Point 2 –add ‘and when’ ; point 5 - give an explanation of ‘Riparian owners’;  point 6 – indent  ‘Flooding & Icy pavement’ /change Southwell Police station number to that shown in point 1 and add to the Fire Service – (Not staffed unless local emergency) 

5.2 It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously that ‘The Southwell Emergency Help Guide be reviewed every two years’.

6
It was Proposed and Resolved, 11 for, 1 abstention,  ‘The Council approves the ‘Policy outlining the relationship between the Council and organisations utilising Council owned property.’’ 

7 NSDC - Review of NSDC Polling Stations It was noted:- Easthorpe Hall experienced people queuing outside indicating this space is not large enough; if the planned alterations to the Drill Hall included resurfacing of the outside this would overcome the stated access problems and be suitable for future use –parking is good in this area as opposed to Easthorpe Hall ; two wards using the Kings Court station led to confusion inside which needs clearer signing in future; Parking problems were reported at Trebeck Hall along Bishops Drive.
Action The Clerk to notify NSDC of these comments

8
NCC Winter Service – it was agreed :-   the Council would apply for the free bags of grit; the Clerk to consider the purchase of tonne bags; P Harris is appointed ‘Snow Warden’ with backup from S Rodgers and P Rainbow.

9
Football in Southwell – Cllr Rodgers tabled a report – available from the office – outlining actions to date and future plans following meetings with representatives from the football clubs – this included plans for improvements to the Centenary Sports Ground Clubhouse, pitch layout at the CSG and Minster Field and comments pertaining to ongoing maintenance. The report was noted. 


Cllr Handley:-  clarified he had not voted against Cllr Rodgers being the TC representative on the CSGC but rather as a replacement to the current non councillor representative / requested checks on the financial robustness of future actions. Cllr Rodgers stated that there will be no increased cost to the Council, nor increase in workload for the Groundsmen and the next report will focus on funding with the aim of being self sustaining and growing a capital reserve.

10
NSDC Application for Street Collection from Halfway Home Dog Rescue  -  Approved unanimously.

11
Boundary Commission Consultation – review of Parliamentary constituencies. Noted 

Agreed unanimously no response at this time.

12
Chairman’s Report and Announcements. It was reported:- the Council received generous thanks from the Sees Twinning Association for hosting the Civic reception in summer; the Chairman is giving a formal welcome to a group of Palestinians  - further information available; the Chairman represented the Council at the formal opening of the new council homes in Norwood Gardens and thought design and quality were of a high standard; a further consultation meeting on the Newark Strategy Healthcare review is being held on Thursday 20th October at 6.30 at Newark Town Hall; information regarding  the Notts Fire and Rescue Service Consultation has been received – Southwell Fire Station is not directly involved as this has ‘retained’ firemen  - there may be implications in future should changes be made to the use of such.


Councillors were reminded that all reports and notes for the Full Council meeting should be received by the office by the Wednesday prior to the meeting to enable these to be distributed. It was agreed that should any be received in the interim period these to be emailed to Councillors.

13
County Councillor’s Report   - Cllr Laughton responded to questions regarding:- triathlons which do not seem to have proper road closure approval – he will check and report back at the next meeting. The TC trustee representatives of the Leisure Centre will investigate the routes and feedback.  Cllr Laughton acknowledged receipt of the LIS bid and will hand in at NCC.

14
District Councillor’s Report   - Reports were tabled from Cllr Handley and Cllr Harris/

J Hamilton. Key points:- The Council will need to prepare to respond swiftly to further Core Strategy issues - a WP to be set up by the Planning Committee at the next meeting.

15
Town Councillors’ Reports - Highways Working Group – Notes tabled; Cemetery Working Group – Verbal update – Six possible areas identified and prioritised/ meeting held with NSDC to ascertain what assistance it could provide/ report hoped to be available for the October meeting and discussed in closed session; Poor and Sick Poor – Notes tabled; Easthorpe Trust – Notes tabled ; Delegation/Devolution WG Notes tabled;  Town Forum & SNG (Notes previously circulated). Reports and notes available from the Town Council office.

16
Opportunity for questions from members of the Public  None
17
Finance and Policy Matters.



17.1
Income & Expenditure Summary/ Reserves Position to end of August 2011 - Noted and approved unanimously.


17.2
Financial Statement and bills for payment September 2011 – Bills of £24,628.16 noted and approved unanimously.


17.3
Late bills for payment - Bills of £618.52  noted and approved unanimously.


18
Planning Matters.

To note the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of  7th September 2011  - Noted and approved unanimously.

19
Correspondence


19.1
Letter of thanks to the TIC.


19.2
Resident feedback regarding the Outlaw Triathlon


19.3
Letter informing of the results of the Best Kept Village Competition


19.4
STC Sample event summary sheets for recent events for information.

The above are noted and taken as read.

20
It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously  ‘That in view of the confidential nature of the business (Discussion regarding awarding Honorariums to Councillors and staff )  about to be transacted, it is advisable in the 
public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are  instructed to withdraw’. 

It was agreed unanimously that this item be deferred to the next meeting to enable comment from those Councillors who supported the issue when originally discussed at the Finance & Policy Committee meeting in August.

21
It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously  ‘That in view of the confidential nature of the business (Discussion re Police rent reduction)  about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are  instructed to withdraw’.


It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously that ‘The Council will increase its offer of a subsidy to the Police on the rent of the Police Station from 5% to 7.5% and this fixed for four years (until the next ‘break clause’). This subsidy would be increased to 10% if the Police agree to change the break clause from every five years to every seven years’.


It was noted that the ‘market’ rental for the area occupied by the Police station would be more than that currently payable by the Police and therefore the rent is already being subsidised by the town; the Council wishes to maintain good working relationships with its tenants; a conditions survey needs to be undertaken.
22
 
Date of next meeting.   Wednesday 19th October

The meeting closed at  9.05 pm

Signed:……………………………………………….    Date:……………….

Chairman, Southwell Town Council.

