
MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL 

Wednesday 20th July 2011 7.00p.m.

The Old Courthouse, The Burgage, Southwell

MINUTES

7.30p.m.
Present: Cllrs. R Dobson (Chairman), K Ashworth, A Gregory, J Hamilton, 

P Handley, P Harris, N Mure, B Prentice, P Rainbow, S Rodgers, B Smith, T Brown
In attendance: C Standish – Clerk to the Council, several residents and the press.

1
Apologies for absence received from Cllrs. L Harris, M Pay, C Pierpoint
2
Minutes of previous meetings.

2.1
Wednesday 15th June 2011 - accepted unanimously as a true record and signed by the Chairman.


2.2
Matters arising –none.
3
Council members’ declarations of interest for items on the agenda. Item 4 : - 

Cllrs R Dobson & B Prentice – Personal – members of Southwell Heritage Groups, Cllr Hamilton, a member of NSDC Planning Committee stated "Planning rules of the NSDC prohibited a member of that committee from committing himself to voting in any particular way and that any views expressed were solely of the time and that thus my views are "unfettered" and I have sought the approval of officers to attend this presentation to which they assented."
4
Roman Archaeology Site  - Presentation of the vision for the site by Southwell Heritage Groups. Mr Trevor Wright and Mr Peter Kent gave a comprehensive presentation of the background, current situation and possible future scenarios of the Roman Site. The full presentation is available from the Town Council office. Key points are:- The Vision is for a Roman Heritage Park  - from Villa to Minster which encompasses the surrounding sites including the Bishops Palace, Prependal Houses and Anglo Saxon burial sites; the site is a nationally important archaeological heritage site; a four phase scheme is envisaged with landscaping/information boards/community research -educational visits and an interpretation centre; there is a high level of local support for the plan which would:-  enhance the tourism offer/ increase visitor numbers/boost local businesses /meet national objectives and local concerns. Concern was expressed that national planning guidelines are not being heeded; the current planning application needs to be resolved before external funding support can be sought.
5
It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously that ‘The Clerk be given delegated authority to sign the documents pertaining to the purchase of the Orchard’.

6
Review of LIS project proposals and selection of project(s).  Following discussion of the suggestions to date it was agreed unanimously that the application for LIS funding would be for landscape improvements to a) the Kings Court/Market Square area (priority) and b) Norwood Gardens bus turning area.


Action The Clerk to prepare and submit the bid.

7
Review of results of consultations held to date regarding possible play equipment to be purchased by the S106 funding and decision on the selection of equipment. Following presentation of equipment information, photos and potential locations, feedback was given from the Minster School and Lowes Wong Junior School regarding their choice of equipment; it was also reported that NSDC may have match funding available for youth shelters as part of a Safer Neighbourhood initiative. It was unanimously agreed that the equipment to be:- Zipwire; Slingshot swing ; Shelter; fence; and if sufficient funds available the cantilever swing in the locations as shown in the presentation. 

Action The Clerk to action the purchase of the above.
8
Proposal ‘To form a Working Group to review the Staff Handbook and other HR issues’.


A Working Group comprising Cllrs R Dobson, P Handley and B Prentice agreed unanimously.

9
Proposal ‘To form a Working Group to formulate ideas to mark the Queen’s Jubilee’. A Working Group comprising Cllrs M Pay, P Rainbow and S Rodgers agreed unanimously.
10
Proposal ‘To form a Working Group to organise a Champions of Southwell Awards’.


A Working Group comprising Cllrs K Ashworth, B Prentice and A Gregory agreed unanimously.
11
Proposal ‘To  form a Working Group to respond on behalf of the Council to the NCC- Waste Core Strategy Preferred approach consultation’. A Working Group comprising Cllrs P Harris, P Handley and N Mure agreed unanimously. It was agreed the WG is given delegated authority to respond to NCC on behalf of the Town Council.

12
NSDC Planning Application Process Consultation – the responses outlined in the information previously circulated were agreed unanimously with the following amendments:- 


Q 4 change from 3 to 4; Q 7 mark response as 2. A copy of the response to be sent to NSDC and a copy to be held in the Council office.


Cllr Hamilton left the meeting at this point.

13
Notts Police Authority  - Local Priority Survey – individual responses regarding priorities for policing in Southwell were collected from Councillors from the information previously circulated. It was agreed unanimously that the Council would be willing to host a Police Authority meeting in the Courthouse if required.


Action The Clerk to collate the responses, return the survey and inform the police of the Council willingness to host a meeting..

14
Centenary Sports Ground – A paper which identified current Town Council land suitable for football, gave information about some Southwell football clubs and made three proposals was discussed. (Paper reference ‘Football in Southwell  v3cs - SR July 2011’)

It was agreed to suspend standing orders to allow comment from residents, these were subsequently re-instated.

Comments were made pertaining to the perceived need for speedy action/ the desire to achieve equality of provision for clubs/ the need for clubs to compromise to reach amicable solutions and good working relationships.

Concern was expressed about perceived lack of consultation, the issue not being discussed previously by the Finance & Policy Committee and the viability of the proposals.


An amendment to the proposals was proposed by Cllr Handley, seconded by Cllr Gregory


‘This Council proposes no change to the unanimously agreed Centenary Sports ground Management plan, constitution and budget agreed at the Feb 9th 2011 meeting of the Finance & Policy Committee and the policy implications therein until a new proposal for the management plan and budget has been resubmitted for approval by the Finance & Policy Committee thereby demonstrating to the Council the integrity of the proposed changes’.

The proposal was not carried. 6 against  - Cllrs Dobson, Prentice, Brown, P Harris, Rodgers, Smith.  For 3 Cllrs Handley, Gregory, Rainbow. Abstain 2 Cllrs Ashworth, Mure.


The Proposals as follows taken from the paper were Proposed and Resolved, 

7 for Cllrs P Harris, R Dobson, B Prentice, T Brown, S Rodgers, B Smith, N Mure;  


2 Against Cllrs P Handley, A Gregory;    Abstentions 2 Cllrs K Ashworth, P Rainbow

‘Southwell Town Council approves in principle to Southwell City FC extending its Clubhouse for additional changing facilities for use by the Junior teams (funded by Southwell City FC)’


‘Southwell Town Council approves the Centenary Sports Ground Management Committee granting a 10 year licence to Southwell St Mary’s Football Club, for the Club to develop and use the CSG Clubhouse as its home Clubhouse and to have priority use of one adult pitch.’

‘Southwell Town Council approves the continued use of the Minster Fields for Junior Sports in particular junior football’.


It was noted that further consultations will be undertaken with all parties and in particular with the Wheatsheaf FC to clarify its requirements and with Southwell City FC to clarify points raised via email to Cllr Rodgers.
15
Chairman’s Report and Announcements. It was reported:- NCC had met with the new landlord of the Saracens Head regarding the path alongside the car park and the impact on the car park– it is probable that the whole area will be resurfaced and a new parking scheme implemented in the near future; the Civic reception for the Sees twinning was well received; a letter of thanks has been received from the Three Spires Day Centre for the support given by the Town Council; Information regarding new Councillor training, Introduction to Chairmanship and Applications for appointment of parish representatives to the Standards Committee is available in the office; Communication has been received from the current owner of the Church St Minster School development site that he is negotiating to sell the site – he will also be replacing the solid barrier with open mesh fencing; NCC have confirmed it is currently working with the Minster School to build a case to justify a CPO for the extra sports pitch; the Chairman requested that all Councillors exercise restraint in discussing issues with the press or use of other media prior to the issue being fully discussed and finalised by the Town Council.
16
County Councillor’s Report   - None received.
17
District Councillor’s Report   - A district Councillor report was tabled and is available from the Town Council office.
18
Town Councillors’ Report – Notes were received from the Safer Neighbourhood Group, the Cemetery Working Group; Southwell Fairtrade and the Devolution/Delegation Working Group. These are available from the Town Council office.

19
Opportunity for questions from members of the Public   - None
20
Finance and Policy Matters.



20.1
Income & Expenditure Summary/ Reserves Position to end of June 2011 – Noted and approved unanimously.


20.2
Financial Statement and bills for payment July 2011 – Bills of £24,831.02 noted and approved unanimously.


20.3
Late bills for payment  - Bills of £2,380.68 noted and approved unanimously.

21
Planning Matters.


To note the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 6th July 2011  - 


Noted and approved unanimously. It was noted a HWG representative will be attending the next meeting of the 20’s Plenty and NCC regarding further actions of the Church St traffic calming scheme.

22
Correspondence


22.1
NHS – letter – regarding the application by Southwell Health Service for inclusion in 

the Pharmaceutical list.


22.2
Severn Trent Water – letter  - Notice of proposal to adopt private sewers and lateral 

drains.


22.3
CPRE – letter – Best Kept Village feedback

22.4 Dukeries Rally – email response to the Clerk regarding Rally Cars through Southwell

The above are noted and taken as read

23
It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously ‘That in view of the confidential nature of the business (Police Station – confidential paper previously circulated) about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are  instructed to withdraw’.

Following discussion of the paper previously circulated entitled ‘Meeting with Notts Police re Future of Southwell Police Station July 4th 2011’, it was Proposed and Resolved unanimously that ‘To enable the Police Station to be retained in Southwell, the Town Council offers a 5% rent reduction commencing in the 2012-13 financial year. The Council wishes to increase the break clause term from 5 years to 7 years’. No rent freeze is proposed.

Action  - Clerk to communicate the above to the Police

24
 
Date of next meeting.   Wednesday 21st September 2011

  

The meeting closed at  10.05 pm

Signed:……………………………………………….    Date:……………….

Chairman, Southwell Town Council.

