
MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL 

Wednesday 16th March 2011 7.00p.m.

The Old Courthouse, The Burgage, Southwell

MINUTES

7.00p.m.
Present: Cllrs. R Dobson (Chairman), A Gregory, B Haigh (arrived 7.30pm) 

P Handley, L Harris, P Harris, P Pay, B Rimmer, J Robinson, M Rose, M Toy

In attendance: C Standish – Clerk to the Council, several residents, the press and the County Councillor.

1
Apologies for absence. Cllrs. G Ball, B Prentice
2
Minutes of previous meetings.

2.1
Wednesday 16th February 2011 - accepted unanimously as a true record and signed by the Chairman.


2.2
Matters arising –none.
3
Council members’ declarations of interest for items on the agenda. None

4
NSDC S106 Funding - It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously that ‘The Council will contact the District Council and request the S106 funding for the Dudley Doy Road development and the allocating of the funding, which is only for use for recreational purposes,  to be delegated to the Finance & Policy Committee.’ It was noted the Town Forum and residents to be consulted. 

Action – Clerk to contact NSDC and request the funds.

5 NSDC Community Infrastructure Levy – The Town Council responded to the original consultation, agreeing in principle and making several comments, which were not taken on board. The District Council is inviting further comments now on the Draft Charging Schedule which will then be sent to an Independent Inspector for Examination. It was agreed unanimously that if the Town Councils original comments are included in the documents sent to the Inspector no further action needs to be taken, if not included the matter to be discussed at the next planning committee meeting.

Action – Clerk to clarify with NSDC.

6
To agree the wording for The 2nd Battalion The Mercian Regiment Scroll – the wording as circulated was unanimously agreed.
7
Discussion – NCC Local Transport Plan Consultation. It was reported that this Plan is now out for consultation with responses due by the 29th March. It contains reference to a Bypass for Southwell, improvements to the bridge at Kelham and does not make mention of in town cycleways. Great concern was expressed that a bypass is a threat to the environment, heritage and infrastructure of the town; that it becomes a ‘boundary’ to which houses are then developed – for example Bingham and Rainworth; potentially increases ‘through’ traffic in Thurgarton and Upton and would not reduce traffic in the town. It is the preference of the Town Council that the A612 is downgraded to a B road.


It was agreed unanimously to suspend Standing Orders 

to allow Cllr Laughton to comment (these were subsequently reinstated).  


Cllr Laughton reported:- Funding for roads reduced by 30%; no development of a bypass will go ahead without the Town Council and residents of Southwell being consulted as it is the “People of Southwell should make the decision” regarding a bypass; It was very likely and bypass would be linked to development of a new bridge at Kelham; although a particular bypass route had been proposed some years ago no actual route is specified in the Plan.


Standing Orders were reinstated. 


It was agreed 10 for 1 against that the Council is in favour of a response to the Consultation being sent outlining the concerns mentioned above.


It was agreed 10 for, 1 against that:- a Working Group be established comprising Cllrs Haigh (Convenor) Handley, Rimmer, and Gregory to respond to the Consultation; it has delegated authority to respond to the consultation; meeting dates and times to be circulated to all Councillors; any Councillor may attend the meeting(s) but not vote; Cllr Laughton to be informed of the response.

8
Chairman’s Report and Announcements. It was reported:- Southwell was not on the list published by the Police Authority of Police Stations being closed; represented the Town at NSDC Chairman’s Dinner;  Presented Notts City Transport Best Driver Award to the driver of the Southwell 100 bus; Received letter of thanks from the Skaters Group of the Minster School at a demonstration of skills at the Skatepark; Further updating information received from the Outlaw Triathlon for the event on the 24th July; Residents from Dornoch Ave had applied for a street party permit from NCC for the Royal Wedding; Complaints about the state of the Southwell Trail were being followed up by NCC;  Census completion event being held in the library on 2nd April;  Cllr Gregory attending the Minster School ‘Question Time’ on behalf of the Council on 31st March; 

Forthcoming events at which the Chairman will represent the Council include:- 29th March Archeology and Heritage Group meeting; 31st March Southwell Theatre event; April 9th St Georges Day Service; April 11th Duke of Edinburgh Awards at NSDC; April 16th Annual Byron Service; April 21st Staythorpe Power Station liaison Group meeting; April 30th Roll of Honour Ceremony.
9
County Councillor’s Report   - Cllr Laughton responded to questions:- New street lighting – NCC responding to complaints – investigating ‘baffles’ to reduce the blinding brightness of the new lights – not sure if new lighting columns will take old style bulbs/ will follow up on the painting of the lampposts in the conservation area; NCC planned activities are outlined in its Integrated Management Programme(IMP); Norwood Garden improvements under the Local Improvement Scheme projects has commenced – not sure which other projects approved at this point.

Action Clerk to obtain IMP and list of approved projects from the Local Improvement Scheme

10
District Councillor’s Report   - Cllr Haigh tabled a report – available in the office.
11
Town Councillors’ Reports – Tourism Partnership/SNG /Town Forum notes –all noted; it was commented that the police had indicated that the Southwell Police Station may close, this does not seem to be happening at this point in time – the Council would wish to retain the police and will monitor the situation.   Poor & Sick Poor Charities report to be available for the next meeting.

12
Opportunity for questions from members of the Public. A resident queried if the S106 funding could be used to provide equipment for older children – it was agreed this be considered.

13
Finance and Policy Matters.
13.1
Income & Expenditure Summary and Reserves Position for year to date - Noted and approved unanimously.

13.2
Financial Statement and Bills for payment March 2011 – Bills of £9,756.14 noted and approved unanimously.

13.3
Late bills for payment  - Bills of £1,327.37 noted and approved unanimously.

14
Planning Matters.


14.1 
Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 2nd March 2011  - Noted and 
approved unanimously.


14.2 
Minutes of the Planning Sub-Committee meeting of 16th February 2011 - Noted and 
approved unanimously.

15
It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously  – ‘That in view of the confidential nature of the business (Staff Matters – papers previously circulated) about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are in instructed to withdraw’. The job descriptions for both the ‘Bookkeeper/Administrative Assistant v1 March 11 and Deputy to the Clerk v2 March 11’ were agreed unanimously. The promotion of the current Administrative Assistant to Deputy to the Clerk was agreed unanimously with effect from the 4th July.


It was agreed 8 in favour, 3 against, that ‘The decision regarding the salary rate of the new positions be delegated to the Appointing Committee. A starting position is £7.50, a maximum is what the budget will allow for.’


It was noted that the TIC/Event manager salary is £8.54 per hour; 


The process and timetable for appointing the Bookkeeper/Administrative Assistant was agreed 


unanimously. This is as follows  - Advertise  w/c April 11th in the Advertiser/Bramley/Notice Boards - 

with applications to the Clerk by 3rd May Panel Interviews 31st May  with a Start date of 4th July  
16
Correspondence

NCC Road Works Bulletin regarding Church Street

Noted and taken as read

17
 
Date of next meeting.   Wednesday 20th April 2011

  

The meeting closed at  9.20pm

Signed:……………………………………………….    Date:……………….

Chairman, Southwell Town Council.

