
MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL 

Wednesday 18th May  2011  7.10p.m.

The Old Courthouse, The Burgage, Southwell

MINUTES

7.10p.m.
Present: Cllrs. B Prentice (Chairman), K Ashworth, T Brown, A Gregory, J Hamilton, 


P Handley, L Harris, P Harris, N Mure, M Pay, C Pierpont, P Rainbow, 

S Rodgers, B Smith.
In attendance: C Standish – Clerk to the Council, the press, several members of the public and the County Councillor.

1
To elect the Chairman of the Council

Proposed and elected unanimously Cllr R Dobson
2
To receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman and if not now received to agree to do so before or at the next meeting of the Full Council.


The Chairman was not present and it was agreed unanimously to receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of office either before or at the next meeting of the Full Council.
3
It was agreed unanimously  ‘The Council permits any Councillor unable to make his/her 
‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office’ prior to this meeting, to do so before or at the next 
meeting 
of the Full Council’. 
4
To elect the Vice Chairman of the Council. - Proposed and elected unanimously, 

Cllr. B Prentice

It was agreed unanimously to suspend standing orders to enable items 15 and 16 to be taken at this point – see below. These were subsequently reinstated.
5
To elect a Leader of the Council. Proposed and elected 9 in favour, 0 against, 5 abstentions, Cllr P Harris.
6
To elect Committees of the Council.

6.1
Planning Committee, 12 members elected

Cllrs. K Ashworth, T Brown,  R Dobson, A Gregory, L Harris, 

P Harris, N Mure, M Pay, C Pierpont, P Rainbow, B Smith, S Rodgers.
6.2
Finance and Policy Committee, 9 members elected

Cllrs. R Dobson, A Gregory, J Hamilton,  P Handley, P Harris, C Pierpont, 

B Prentice, P Rainbow, S Rodgers.
7
To elect members of Working Parties as below and instigate other Working Parties as appropriate:

7.1
Town Forum, 3 members elected  - Cllrs T Brown, P Harris, S Rodgers
7.2
Southwell Tourism Partnership, 2 members elected  - Cllrs R Dobson,  B Prentice

 7.3
Parks & Open Spaces Working Group, 5 members elected –



Cllrs K Ashworth, P Harris, M Pay, S Rodgers, B Smith

 7.4       Highways Working Group, 5 members elected – 


Cllrs R Dobson, L Harris, N Mure,  M Pay, B Prentice


It was agreed a Working Group dealing with the 


Devolution/Delegation of District and County responsibilities 


be formed at the next meeting of the Finance and Policy Committee.

8
To elect Trustees of:

8.1
Southwell Leisure Centre, 3 representatives elected -


Cllrs T Brown, B Smith and G Ball
8.2
Easthorpe Common Lands Foundation, 2 representatives elected-

Cllrs R Dobson, J Hamilton
9
To elect members to represent the Council to the following bodies and other organisations as appropriate:

9.1
Charity for Poor and Sick Poor, It was agreed unanimously that the current 
representatives remain in position until the review by the Charity is complete. 
Following this the Charity should inform the Council at which time the Council will 
elect representatives as appropriate.



9.2
Centenary Sports Ground Committee, elected Cllr T Brown & Heather Ureche


9.3
Fairtrade Foundation, 2 members – Cllrs J Hamilton, C Pierpoint




10
To resolve into Committees for the purposes of electing a Chairman and Vice Chairman as appropriate of:

10.1
Planning Committee - elected unanimously

Chairman Cllr A Gregory, Vice-Chairman B Smith
10.2
Finance and Policy Committee -elected unanimously

Chairman Cllr P Harris, Vice-Chairman J Hamilton

10.3
Southwell Town Forum. – elected 11 for, 2 abstentions


Chairman Cllr P Harris
10.4.
Southwell Tourism Partnership elected unanimously

Cllr B Prentice
11
To elect the Council’s Risk Assessment Panel.  elected unanimously


Cllrs J Hamilton, P Harris, P Handley
12
Apologies for absence -  Cllr R Dobson
13
Council members’ declarations of interest for items on the agenda. None
14
Minutes of previous meeting.

14.1
Wednesday 20th April 2011 - accepted unanimously as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

14.2
Matters arising  - Item 7 – The County Councillor was still to report back on the 


criteria for users/transport of the Three Spires Day Centre.


It was noted that Minutes and Agendas need to be posted but may also be emailed to 

those who wish to receive them in this manner.
15
Discussion - Application for Pharmacy Licence by Southwell Health Services 

Cllr Prentice gave a brief summary of the background to Pharmacy Licences.  Dr Kalia and 


Dr Reeves presented the reasons Southwell Health Services (the Medical Centre) have applied 
for a pharmacy licence  - which are outlined in the letter sent to the Council on the 19th April 
and filed in the Council office – and then responded to questions. Key points from the ensuing 
discussion are:- the pharmacy will complement the current dispensary and have a qualified 
pharmacist able to give advice / more detailed information has to be presented to the NHS 
for a less than 100 hours licence /the dispensary 
provides funding which is used to improve 
staffing services / the town will potentially have a surfeit of pharmacies/ one viewpoint is that 
there should be a division between those that commission a service and those that provide 
the service.

It was Proposed and Resolved, 5 for, 3 against, 6 abstentions that ‘The Town Council 
supports the application for a pharmacy licence by Southwell Health Services’.


Action – the Clerk to respond to the letter from the NHS Pharmacy Contracts Division 
supporting the application and advise all Councillors of the address of the Division.
16
Discussion - Potential Closure of Southwell Police Station. 

Inspector C Nolan and Mr T Wendals – Head of Property Services for Notts Police outlined the current situation stating that a police presence in the form of Neighbourhood Policing would remain in Southwell but because of the need to reduce costs across the Police Service it was looking to make cost savings. In Southwell this could possibly be done by closing the Police Station and finding an alternative suitable base; by sub letting; by reducing currents costs including negotiating a rent decrease with the Council; relocating other ‘support’ officers in the building. The Inspector and Mr Wendals are to present the findings of their review to the Police Authority on 22nd June. Key points from the following discussion were:- the Council wishes to retain the visible presence of a police station in Southwell;  the short timescales is unreasonable and is forcing an emergency situation upon the Council in it needing to respond so quickly; a longer term view needs to be factored into the police report.

Action It was agreed the Clerk to respond to the Police saying the Council is happy to negotiate, however it wishes this to be done without haste; knowing what the needs and space specifications of the police are likely to be, and what are the results of the other areas in which costs are hoped to be made.


It was agreed this matter be discussed at the next meeting of the Finance & Policy Committee unless it is agreed in the meantime to call an Extraordinary meeting of the Finance and Policy Committee and/or Full Council.
17
Chairman’s Report and Announcements. It was reported:- Nottingham University Hospitals 
Trust was seeking members – the Clerk to forward the email to Councillors; A ‘Great Notts 
Bike Ride ‘ is planned for 19th June and will pass through Southwell – the route is available in 
the office – this is in addition to the Outlaw Triathlon Bike Ride on July 24th ;  20’s Plenty 
launch of new signing event on 23rd May at 2.30 at Normanton Prebend corner on Church 
Street; the  bid for improvements to Lower Kirklington Road to the NCC Local Improvement 
Scheme(LIS) fund has been accepted in the current year funding subject to more detailed 
design work and costings; Southwell City FC are holding a Funday on the War Memorial Park 
on 4th June
18
County Councillor’s Report   - None received – Cllr Laughton left the meeting at 8.40
19
District Councillor’s Report   - Cllr P Harris tabled a report – available from the office.
20
Town Councillors’ Reports  - Notes from the Safer Neighbourhood Group tabled
21
Opportunity for questions from members of the Public.  A resident asked when the agenda for 
the Town Forum would be distributed and was answered within the next few days.
22
Finance and Policy Matters.

22.1
Presentation of year end accounts and Internal Audit Report – 

It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously  ‘That the Council notes and approves the above documents, and authorise the Chairman and Clerk to sign the Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement, Balance Sheet, Supporting notes, and submit them, and other returns as requested, to the External Auditor.’ These were then signed.

22.2
Financial Statement and Bills for payment May 2011 – Bills of £14,096.99 noted and 
approved unanimously.


22.3
Late bills for payment – Bills of £5,040.22  noted and approved unanimously.
22.4
To agree  bank signatories. – Cllrs A Gregory, P Harris, N Mure, M Pay and 

S Rodgers were unanimously approved as signatories
 

23
Planning Matters.


23.1
Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 27th April– Noted and approved unanimously.

24

Correspondence.



24.1
Letter  Southwell Diocese -  potential amendments to Deanery Boundaries



24.2
Letter – RAF – Thanks for invitation to Roll of Honour Ceremony

Noted and taken as read
25
 
Date of next meeting.   Wednesday 15th June 2011

The meeting closed at  9.25pm
Signed:……………………………………………….    Date:……………….

Chairman, Southwell Town Council.

