
MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL 

Wednesday 19th October   2011 7.00p.m.

The Old Courthouse, The Burgage, Southwell

MINUTES

7.00p.m.
Present: Cllrs. R Dobson (Chairman), K Ashworth, A Gregory, 

J Hamilton, P Handley, L Harris, P Harris, N Mure, C Pierpoint, B Prentice,

P Rainbow, S Rodgers, B Smith. 

In attendance: C Standish-Clerk to the Council, 15 residents and the press.

1
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs M Pay and T Brown.
2
Minutes of previous meetings.

2.1
Wednesday 21st September  2011 - accepted unanimously as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

2.2
Matters arising  -  None
3
Council members’ declarations of interest for items on the agenda.  
Cllr Prentice Item 6 personal – family live on the street; Cllr Rainbow item 4 personal – family own one of the sites under discussion.

4
NSDC Local Development Plan – Allocations DPD (ADPD).

Cllr Gregory presented the draft response paper prepared by the Allocations Working Group. This paper outlined the Groups thoughts on the various sites suggested for development in the ADPD. It was then unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders (which were subsequently re-instated) to allow Members of the Public to speak. Subsequent comments from both Councillors and Members of the Public were noted by Cllr Gregory and it was agreed that  relevant comments would be included in the next draft of the draft response. It was noted:- this matter is of the utmost importance to the future of the town; the Working Group would be meeting in the immediate future to revise the paper;  that the issue would be presented at the next meeting of the Town Forum; the issue would be on the agenda of the next Planning meeting to which NSDC representatives have been invited; the advertising by the DC of the public consultation event was very poor and another such event should be sought.

5 To Discuss the issue of a Lease to Southwell  St Marys’ Football Club for the Centenary Sports Ground (CSG) Clubhouse. It was reported that:- the CSG Committee has confirmed that it does not have any further responsibility for the upkeep of the Clubhouse, having given such back to the Town Council in the expectation that the Town Council will issue a lease to Southwell St Mary’s Football Club (SSM) who will then renovate the pavilion and managed in such a way that it is a benefit to all potential and current users of the grounds. Currently no organisation is maintaining the clubhouse, the Council has not allocated and funding to do so and SSM have agreed to do so if given a lease. A draft lease has been prepared which imitates the lease the Town Council has with Southwell City (SC) FC as the circumstances are very similar.


It was noted that:- the lease would allow other clubs to use the clubhouse; there would be compatibility of arrangements between the Council and SSM and SC.


It was Proposed and Approved 9 for, 2 against, 2 abstentions, that ‘The Clerk and Chairman may sign a lease between the Town Council and Southwell St Marys Football Club for the CSG Clubhouse providing such has been approved in principle by Cllr B Smith.’


Cllr Handley requested it to be noted in the minutes that he objected as all Councillors have not had the opportunity to examine the proposed lease.

It was agreed unanimously to suspend Standing Orders to allow the meeting to continue beyond 9.00pm

6
King Street possible regular road closure on Saturdays - it was reported:- a questionnaire developed by traders and issued to retail outlets only had indicated positively in favour of regular Saturday road closures; a public meeting had been held attended by residents and traders where it was indicated such an action was not strongly supported by residents citing increased traffic problems elsewhere in the town and delivery and parking issues particularly  in King Street; any costs of road closures would not be met by the Town Council; a further meeting to be held in the near future; a suggestion was made that four ‘festival’ based road closures, one per season, would be more appropriate.


It was agreed that the matter should be further discussed by the Town Council before any actions are implemented by the District/County Councillors proposing the closures.

7
Applications received by NSDC for street collections in Southwell  from Beaumond House Hospice; Framework; Save the Children were approved unanimously.

8
It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously that ‘The Council re- adopts the Financial Regulations as previously reviewed and approved at the October meeting of the Finance & Policy Committee’.

9
It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously that ‘The Council re- adopts the Risk Assessment Policy and Process as previously reviewed and approved at the October meeting of the Finance & Policy Committee’.

10 
It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously that ‘The Council re- adopts the Investment of Funds Policy as previously reviewed and approved at the October meeting of the Finance & Policy Committee’.

11
It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously that ‘The Council re- adopts the Health & Safety Policy as previously reviewed and approved at the October meeting of the Finance & Policy Committee’.

12
Chairman’s Report and Announcements  - The Chairman reported:- Cllr Laughton sent his apologies; Saturday Parking at Dunham House will be suspended for the duration of its renovation commencing in December; the Annual Parish Conference will be held on Monday 7th November at 6.00pm at Kelham Hall  & New Councillor Training on 30th November at Epperstone Village - further details from the Clerk; the Parish/District Safety Liaison group meeting scheduled for 7th November is postponed a new date is yet to be set; NCC has launched its ‘Budget Conversation’ and invites residents to comment – the Town Council will promote locally; after several years of Town Council lobbying,  a  pedestrian crossing has been agreed for Ropewalk and traffic calming measures for Westgate; attendance at reception for Palestinian Christians and also the Live at Home Annual Service; Cllr Prentice will be attending the Staythorpe Power Station meeting on November 8th.
13
County Councillor’s Report   - None received. 
14
District Councillor’s Report   - Cllr Harris tabled a report  - copies available from the Council office.


Cllr Prentice commented that car parking in certain Newark Car Parks were to be free in the four weeks prior to Christmas to encourage shopping and queried if NSDC intended to make the same arrangement for the car parks in Southwell. The District Councillors will follow up.

15
Town Councillors’ Report – Cllr P Harris reported the minutes from the NCC Devolution / Delegation Working Group have not yet been received from the County Council. He commented:-  that progress has not been made and information on costings agreed to be presented by the CC at the last meeting had not been prepared; Government is planning to run a number of pilot schemes to ascertain the impact and effects of the Localism Bill – it was agreed to contact the relevant department to register an expression of interest in being one of the pilot schemes.

16
Opportunity for questions from members of the Public   

Mrs P Buttery detailed the requirements and benefits of a ‘Community Garden’. She indicated the concept already has support from a number of community groups and requested assistance from the Council in finding a suitable site that may be available for a short to medium period.

The Council agreed to put the matter in a future Council newsletter and to discuss further at a Parks and Open Spaces Working Group meeting to which Mrs Buttery would be invited.

17
Finance and Policy Matters.



17.1
Minutes from the August meeting of the Finance & Policy Committee


- noted and accepted unanimously as a true record.

17.2
Minutes from the October meeting of the Finance & Policy Committee



- noted and accepted unanimously as a true record.

17.3 Income & Expenditure Summary/ Reserves Position to end of September 2011.

- noted and approved unanimously.

17.4 Financial Statement and bills for payment October 2011- previously circulated.

Bills of £14,109.87 noted and approved unanimously.


17.5
Late bills for payment - circulated at the meeting- of £994.67 noted and approved unanimously.


18
Planning Matters.

To note the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 5th October 2011  - 
Noted and approved unanimously.

19
Proposal ‘That in view of the confidential nature of the business (Discussion regarding  awarding Honorariums to Councillors and staff ) about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are  instructed to withdraw’    It was agreed unanimously to defer this item to the next meeting due to the late hour.

20
Proposal ‘That in view of the confidential nature of the business (Discussion regarding  provision of Cemetery in Southwell  - information previously circulated)  about to be transacted, it is advisable in the 
public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw’    

It was agreed unanimously to defer this item to the next meeting due to the late hour.

Any Councillor having any observations from the notes of the last two meetings of the Working Group to contact the Clerk with such who will then distribute to the Working Group.

21
Proposal  ‘That in view of the confidential nature of the business (Discussion regarding  rent subsidy to the Police ) about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are  instructed to withdraw’.


It was agreed unanimously that a letter be sent to Nottinghamshire Police re-iterating the offer decided upon at the last meeting of the Full Council, requesting an answer within 14 days as the offer will be withdrawn after this period.


Action  - Clerk to contact Nottinghamshire Police re-iterating the offer and also to write to the Police Authority ensuring it is aware of the offer.

22
Correspondence


22.1
Notts Fire & Rescue – letter regarding attending the NSDC Parish Conference


22.2
Notts County NHS – Information regarding a further Councillor briefing meeting



(information also previously emailed to Councillors)


Noted and taken as read. 

23

Date of next meeting.   Wednesday 16th November 2011


The meeting closed at  10.12 pm

Signed:……………………………………………….    Date:……………….

Chairman, Southwell Town Council.

