
MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL 

Wednesday 20th April 2011 7.00p.m.

The Old Courthouse, The Burgage, Southwell

MINUTES

7.00pm   It was unanimously agreed to delay the start of the meeting to allow Inspector Gan to address the Council on the matter of the potential closure of the Southwell Police Station. He explained it was an economic decision, a Beat Manager and two PCSO’s would remain linked to Southwell and the force was seeking a low or rent free space anywhere in Southwell. 

A discussion followed, including comments from the County Councillor and residents at which strong objections were voiced against any closure. It was particularly noted that the request to address the Council had been made only ten minutes prior to the usual commencement of the meeting.

It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously that a strong letter of objection be sent to the Chief Constable to include the following issues:- Lack of  public consultation/ short time scale for responses / poor communication of information /significant impact on the safety and sense of security of the residents / impact on the surrounding villages / lack of economic sense as police must still pay for the remainder of the term of the lease to the Town Council– the rent has been and still is much below commercial rates, set deliberately to keep a police station in the town/ loss of credibility and goodwill.

7.30p.m.
Present: Cllrs. R Dobson (Chairman), B Haigh, P Handley, P Harris, P Pay, 

B Prentice, B Rimmer, J Robinson, M Rose, M Toy.

In attendance: C Standish – Clerk to the Council, several residents, the press and the County Councillor.

1
Apologies for absence. Cllrs. G Ball, L Harris.

2
Minutes of previous meetings.

2.1
Wednesday 16th March 2011 - accepted unanimously as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

2.2
Matters arising:-  Item 11 – noted above -  Formal letter to be sent to the Chief Constable and copied to all Town Councillors.
3
Council members’ declarations of interest for items on the agenda.

Cllr Rose  - Item 5 – Personal - Member of the Southwell Lions


Cllrs Prentice; Dobson; Robinson  - Item 8 –Personal - Members of the Heritage Group

It was agreed unanimously to suspend Standing Orders and take Item 7

followed by Item 13, these were subsequently re-instated.

4
Street Lighting in Southwell – The issue of many residents complaints about the brightness of the new lights was noted  - the County Councillors’ comment about these being unable to be changed due to new regulations was questioned as it was thought the regulations do not apply to this type of street location. The County Councillor agreed to check this. Regarding the lack of consultation about lighting schemes, it was suggested that the new NCC officer be invited to a future Council meeting .


Action – the Clerk to contact and invite.

5
NSDC Application for Street Collection  - Southwell Lions – Approved unanimously
6
NCC Footpath Consultation  - proposed amendment to Footpath 57 – Approved unanimously

7
Three Spires Day Centre update – It was noted that the Three Spires Centre was provided as a replacement to other such centres closing in Southwell with the Town Council selling land at a favourable price to enable this; it has places for 20 users but has less than this on a regular basis – it is believed this is because new assessment criteria for eligibility is overly stringent and people not eligible cannot access the transport to the Centre, additionally non ‘eligible’ people would like to use and pay but again cannot access the provided transport. 


Southwell demographics show that the towns older population is higher than the national average and growing and facilities such as this must be protected and used to full capacity.

Action – The Clerk to ask NCC for :- a) the assessment criteria and publicise on the website and to various referral agencies in town; b) the transport policy to such centres with a view to asking for those willing to pay to use the Centre to be allowed access to the transport.

8
Proposal to support the Save Roman Southwell Campaign – It was reported that over 250 people attended a recent meeting which presented the history and archaeology of this site, highlighted the national importance and need to preserve and protect the site and showed the economic potential of making this a Roman Heritage Park. A Campaign Team has been established from the various societies in town to initiate a range of activities designed to press NSDC and English Heritage to recognise the importance of the site and halt development. 


It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously ‘The Town Council supports the Save Roman Southwell Campaign’. 

9
Presentation of framed Parish Path Map.  In 1987, the Town Council commissioned local artist, D Measures, to draw a map of the then footpaths in the area. of which no record remains with the Council. A framed copy was donated to the Council by the LibDem Group.
10
Chairman’s Report and Announcements. It was reported:- Request to NSDC for amendments to the Dog Orders are still under review and may take some months yet; Road closures in May information available in the office; the Adoption of NSDC Core Strategy Development Plan Document  - information available in the office; the Town Council solicitor wrote saying she is awaiting clarification regarding establishing who from the Minster School is empowered to sign for the sale of the land; NCC have written to local resident requesting they cease using the public highways to sell goods;  information regarding the Community Infrastructure Levy Charging Schedule available in the office.


Cllr Dobson thanked Councillors for their work as Members of the Council over the last four years and wished good luck to those standing for re-election. In particular he commented on those not seeking re-election as follows:-


Cllr Malcolm Rose was praised for his Chairmanship and work on the Parks and Open Spaces Working Group


Cllr Beryl Rimmers’ work in the development of the Civic Champions Award and model approach to Planning was commended.


Cllr Mollie Toy was praised for her representation on many working groups, her term as Vice Chairman and her excellent report on access for disabled in town

Cllr G Balls contribution as Chairman, Leader and his sound business and financial input to the Council was commended.

Cllr Brendan Haigh’s long history of public service was detailed, including his terms as County, District and Town Councillor in both London and Nottinghamshire. The quality of his work, measured analysis, positive outlook and deep interest in the community will be greatly missed.

11
County Councillor’s Report   - none.
12
District Councillor’s Report   - none.
13
Town Councillors’ Reports – Highways Working Group/ Parks & Open Spaces Working Group Notes previously circulated via email   -  Noted. 

Cllr Prentice tabled an annual report for the Highways Working Group which outlined the numerous actions to date. It also noted ongoing matters in particular the Church St traffic problem. The residents Group dealing with the Church Street traffic problem reported on actions to date saying three key activities have been identified for possible action:- 20mph advisory speed limit signs, installation of signs to deter HGV’s from coming through the town placed on approach roads, development of a ‘chicane’ road narrowing scheme. It was noted that temporary traffic lights recently used when Severn Trent were undertaking works had significantly improved traffic flow. 

The group were to present the County Councillor with a petition a copy of which is also lodged with the Town Council. The County Councillor indicated these actions are works in progress and he will be bringing proposals to the May meeting of the Full Council.

14
Opportunity for questions from members of the Public. None
15
Finance and Policy Matters.

15.1
To note the Minutes of the F & P Committee of 13th April – noted and accepted unanimously.

15.2
Financial Statement and Bills for payment April 2011 Bills of £30,913.10 noted and approved unanimously.

15.3
Late bills for payment Bills of £2,248.56 noted and approved unanimously.

16
Planning Matters.

To note the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 6th April 2011  - Noted and approved unanimously. 

The next meeting of the Planning Committee has been brought forward to avoid the Election period.

Following discussion it was agreed (8 for, 2 abstentions) that the item pertaining to the Pharmaceutical application would be moved to the May Full Council agenda as this would still allow a response to be made within the consultation timeframe.

17
Correspondence

17.1
STC letter of response to the NCC  transport consultation

17.2
Resident email commenting upon the street lights in Lower Kirklington Road

17.3
Letter from town group – Sustainable Fish Southwell 

17.4
NCC letter of information about the Mobile Library Service review

Noted and taken as read
.


18
 
Date of next meeting.   Wednesday 18th May 2011

  

The meeting closed at  9.00 pm

Signed:……………………………………………….    Date:……………….

Chairman, Southwell Town Council.

