FINANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE

Wednesday 9th February 2011  7.00p.m.

The Old Courthouse, The Burgage, Southwell

Present: Cllrs. P Harris (Chairman), R Dobson, A Gregory, B Haigh, B Prentice

In attendance: C Standish, Clerk

MINUTES

1
Apologies for absence. Cllrs. G Ball, P Handley, P Pay, M Rose
2
Council members’ declarations of interest for items on the agenda. None
3
Chairman’s Announcements. 

4
4.1   Minutes of previous meeting – 8th December 2010 - Agreed unanimously as a true record and 
signed by the Chairman.
4.2  Matters Arising – Item 7 Review of the Clerks salary – it was reported the Council salary level was similar to that of NALC/SLCC but should be reviewed for the 2012-13 budget in light of scale increases and any possible devolved/delegated responsibilities from the District Council.

5
Questions from members of the Public. None

6
Finance matters

Receipts and Payments Report to 31st Jan 2011, previously circulated – Noted and approved unanimously.


7
Annual Review of the STC Risk Assessment Policy & Process – It was unanimously agreed the current controls are adequate and effective and that this be reviewed on an annual basis.  
8
Discussion -  Commemorative Award to the 2nd Battalion Mercian Regiment to commemorate the ‘Freedom of the Town’. It was noted and agreed that:- the traditional manner of such awards be maintained and as such should be a scroll placed in a suitable receptacle; a duplicate scroll to be held by the Town Council; wording to be checked with the District Council; Battalion to be contacted to seek advice on how best to effect a presentation; a budget of £200 from General Reserves is allocated. 

9
The Orchard  - it was agreed unanimously, if the resident is in agreement, that a low standing stone with suitably worded metal plaque be placed in the Orchard as a memorial to mark the donation given by the resident towards the purchase of the Orchard in memory of his wife.

10
Southwell Roll of Honour  - it was noted and agreed:- this a Town Council Civic event; the service is booked for 11.00am on 30th April at the Minster and will last approximately 30 minutes followed by light refreshments in the Minster; Cllr Dobson to meet with Minster officials to discuss the format of the service; invitations to be sent to District and County civic leaders and appropriate town organisations and individuals; mention be made in the service to the 90th anniversary of the Burgage memorial but not to visit such as part of the event.

11
Southwell City Football Club
11.1
Request to erect metal Storage Building on the War Memorial Park. It was noted:- Any building regardless of material needs to obtain planning permission; the Council is sympathetic to the needs of the club for additional storage; a longer term view of the requirements of all parties in this area needs to be considered.

 
It was unanimously agreed:- The Club may apply for planning to erect a temporary metal storage building with the following conditions:- the club to apply for the planning permission and the application is to be approved by the Town Council prior to being sent to the District Council; the application is for a temporary structure for preferably 3 years and maximum 5 years (this is to enable the Club and Council to consider the options for a longer term permanent solution to the storage needs of both the Club and Council in this area including building onto the current clubhouse/ workshop); the building to be green in colour; positioning to clarified; plant screening to be installed at the same time as the building; the Council staff to have access and use of up to 25% of the building; the Council is unable to provide any funding.

11.2
Request to install Hard Standing on the War Memorial Park. It was unanimously agreed that a hard standing area of 10 m x 2 m may be installed alongside the pitch nearest to the Dyke with the following conditions – the construction material is not concrete but some permeable material; a green synthetic cover is fitted on top and the whole hard standing area, including the cover is maintained by the club to ensure it is well presented; the area to be reviewed after an appropriate period and be reinstated at the cost to the Club if deemed by the Council not to be suitable. The Council is unable to provide any funding.

11.3
Request to present development plans to full Town Council. It was agreed the Club could present its plan to the July meeting of the Full Council and meet with the Chairman of the Parks and Open Spaces Working Group prior to this is it so wishes.

12 
Discussion - Centenary Sports Ground report – The report prepared by Cllr Handley was commended. It was noted the relationship of the Town Council with the Centenary Sports Ground Committee (CSGC) should be similar to that with other clubs using council owned land eg the Bowls and Tennis Clubs where their committees have operational responsibility for the area.  It was agreed unanimously that:  the CSGC manages the grounds on behalf of the Town Council as it chooses and that the Town Council has an interest but no wish to control the management of the area unless the CSGC chooses to dissolve at which point the Town Council would step in and take over. It recommends the draft constitution is accepted by the CSGC with selected references being deleted – these including:- ‘STC to control/ it being an official committee and sub group of STC / STC arbitration/STC providing administration and facilitator resource to assist in bids/approval of the document’.


It was agreed that the Town Council develops a policy statement explaining its relationship with clubs operating on Council owned land.


Action Clerk to develop and present at the next meeting of the Finance & Policy Committee.

13
Southwell Lions  - discussion of the kind offer of sponsorship by the Lions of the planters – it was agreed unanimously the Committee approves a circular decal (approx 8inches diameter), showing the Lions logo, and that two, one on the front and one on the side, can be placed on each planter.

14
Grit Bins -  it was unanimously agreed the priority locations for the four new bins to be Hillcrest/ Ash Tree Close area / Byron Gardens area / Burgage Lane near Burgage Court.


Action  - the Clerk to liaise with NCC regarding exact locations and aim to have adopted by NCC as this would entail NCC being responsible for contents otherwise would be local residents.

15
To receive the notes from the Parks & Open Spaces Working Group 
meeting 31st January 2011 
and action points not previously dealt with above.  Noted


16
Correspondence – A letter from the District Council was tabled setting out the estimated election costs of up to £8,300.      








17

Date of next meeting.  Wednesday 13th April 2011 

Signed:……………………………………….    Date:……………….

Chairman, Finance and Policy Committee.

