FINANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE

Wednesday 8th June 2011 7.00p.m.

The Old Courthouse, The Burgage, Southwell

Present: Cllrs. P Harris (Chairman), R Dobson, J Hamilton, C Pierpoint, B Prentice, P Rainbow, S Rodgers

In attendance: C Standish, Clerk and the press

MINUTES

1
Apologies for absence. Cllrs A Gregory, P Handley
2
Council members’ declarations of interest for items on the agenda. 

Cllr C Pierpoint Item  9.1 Personal
3
Chairman’s Announcements. - None
4
4.1   Minutes of previous meeting – 13th April 2011 Agreed unanimously as a true record and 
signed by the Chairman.

4.2  Matters Arising  - Item 3  -work on the Courtroom kitchenette should start within the next four 
weeks; Item 7  -it was approved unanimously that delegated authority be given to the Chairman, Vice 
Chairman and Clerk to accept the lowest quote for repairs to the Memorial Drive Road and if this is 
not appropriate then to refer to the next meeting of the Council; Item 11 – proposed increase in the 
TIC  rent - a reduction of 2.5% was negotiated by the Clerk. 
5
Questions from members of the Public. None
6
Finance matters
6.1  
Income & Expenditure report to 31st May 2011, Noted and approved unanimously.



6.2
Consideration of the application from Centenary Sportsground Management Committee for 

seedcorn funding. – This matter was referred to the next meeting of the Parks and Open 


Spaces Working Group for consideration.

7
Potential Closure of Southwell Police Station – update. A letter had been sent to the Police 
requesting specific information which would assist the Committee in formulating its response to the 
request from the Police to a reduction in rent. The letter indicated a response was required for this 
meeting but none has been forthcoming. The Committee cannot therefore discuss and make any 
informed response to the Police.

Action - It was agreed unanimously to write to the Police noting the above, copying the letter to the 
Chairman of the Police Authority and Mr L Ward (Newark & Sherwood Representative).
8
Fees for use of the Town Council facilities   - A paper was presented showing the direct costs of 
maintaining the grounds as football pitches in the War Memorial Park. These indicated, based on the 
number of games played in the previous season, that the actual cost per game was £61 and that the 
Town Council heavily subsidised each game. 


It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously that ‘The fee per game will be £61 and that Southwell 
based clubs will receive a subsidy of £20 per game for the 2011-12 season. 


This amount to be claimed back from the Council at the mid point (December) 


and end of the season’.
9
War Memorial Park 


9.1
To consider the application(s) to run a concession over the summer months in the Park 


It was agreed unanimously that :- Newfield Dairy be invited to stand in the War Memorial 

Park at weekends over the summer months;  Rye Barn be invited to stand weekdays over 


the school summer holiday period; as the actual number of days are similar a 



contribution of  £200 will be requested of each company for the period; the Clerk may 


negotiate fees if appropriate. 

9.2
Public Conveniences – it was noted :- the current public conveniences are difficult to access 

up a number of 
steps and are in poor condition; the disabled toilet adjoined to the Workshop 

is newer and could be refurbished to become a unisex facility; clear signage would be 


needed for any changes;
 proximity to the workshop would improve security; opening hours 

could be increased; extended opening hours for special events will be considered.


It was agreed unanimously ‘The old toilet block in the War Memorial Park be closed, a 


budget of £350 (from RR & I) is approved for the refurbishment of the toilet adjoining the 

workshop to make it unisex with opening hours of 8.00am – 5.30pm with a planned opening 

/closing date of Mid July’.
10
Formation of the Devolution /Delegation (of NCC/NSDC functions) Working Party.


It was unanimously agreed a Working Party be formed comprising P Harris (Convenor), A Gregory, 


N Mure, S Rodgers.
11
Refurbishment of the benches and seats in Town. The Baptist Church Youth Group are to 
undertake to repair/paint a selection of the benches in Town with the Council providing materials. 
The Group will make a presentation of its work to the Council at a future meeting.
12
Refurbishment and maintenance of Street Furniture. A number of items, in particular the bollards 
are in need of painting. Some of the phone boxes need cleaning /repairing.

Action Clerk to contact NCC/BT requesting maintenance. Cllr Harris to raise at the Town Forum to 
ascertain if any volunteers wish to undertake any such maintenance.
13
Impact of the ending of the Parish Paths Partnership Scheme by NCC. NCC funding cuts will 
have some impact on the footpaths in and around town with path verge cutting being reduced to just 
one cut per year. Essential work by law has to be undertaken but may take a little longer to action. It 
was agreed the survey, undertaken by volunteers, should be continued and volunteers groups sought 
to undertake any ‘environmental improvement schemes’ identified by residents.
14
Correspondence - None 
 

15
Date of next meeting.  Wednesday 10th August 2011 
The meeting closed at 8.40pm

Signed:……………………………………….    Date:……………….

Chairman, Finance and Policy Committee.

