FINANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE

Wednesday 8th  October 2008 7.00p.m.

The Old Courthouse, The Burgage, Southwell

MINUTES

Present: Cllrs. P Harris (Chairman), G Ball, A Gregory, P Handley, B Prentice, J Robinson, M Rose

In attendance: C Standish, Clerk to the Council 
1.
Apologies for absence.  Cllr R Dobson
2.
Council members’ declarations of interest for items on the agenda. Cllr Ball item 7 -Personal & Prejudicial.

3.
Chairman’s Announcements. None.
4.
4.1 Minutes of previous meeting – 13th August 2008. Agreed unanimously as a true 
record and signed by the Chairman.
4.2 Matters Arising –  Item 7.1 work on the Millennium Clock due to start in the near future. Item 7.2 Competition prize money will be donated to an appropriate charity or memorial after discussion with the Headmaster. Item 9 No response yet from the School, meeting to be set up by the District Council 

Action   Clerk to request meeting be arranged asap. 
5.
Questions from members of the Public. None

6.
Finance matters

6.1 Income and expenditure report for to 30th September 2008, Noted and unanimously accepted. It was noted that as the interest rates had fallen considerably there is likely to be a shortfall of projected income.

Action – Clerk to ascertain if savings can be made in the budget and report back at the next meeting.

6.2 It was Proposed and Resolved unanimously ‘To close the STC Capital Reserve Account at Natwest’


7.
Memorial Drive matters

7.1 It was agreed unanimously to provide a wood post and rails safety fence for the bridge in the Memorial Park - £850.00 from the ARR Fund.

7.2 It was agreed in principle to make road drainage improvements nearby the Scout Hut – it was agreed to obtain additional quotes for the construction of soakaway solutions.

Action – Clerk to seek additional recommendations /quotes and present to next meeting.

7.3  It was agreed unanimously  to purchase 2 storage cabinets for hazardous materials for the workshop. £1072 from the ARR Fund.

8.
Bramley Bi-centenary – It was unanimously agreed that Cllrs Gregory and Prentice investigate options for obtaining an artwork commemorating the Bramley Apple Bi-centenary produced by a local artist.
9.
Church Street Playing Field Report – Cllr Rose was commended for his excellent report. Following the presentation and subsequent discussion the following was agreed:- The area be named ‘Minster Fields’; the larger part of the area should remain as a multi-use open space; it should be mainly for youth activities; selected days could be allocated to clubs for activities for their young people; construction of a ‘green’ corridor along the Potwell Dyke with low shrubs etc; making the Squires Pond more accessible. 

Longer term actions were noted for future considerations including new bridges; possible start up aid for a ‘Friends of ‘ group; Lowering of the smaller field to provide a wetter plant and flower habitat and possible flood relief.

It was agreed unanimously that the Parks Working Group to develop a detailed plan and present costs for activities at a future Finance and Policy meeting.

Standing Items



 
10.
 Verbal update

Traders Issues – Traders had expressed concern at the recent town Forum meeting re parking -  it was noted that the Council is awaiting a NSDC report showing income and expenditure for such; there would be road closures next year for (a) the Southwell Gate event and (b) a Midsummer Festival incorporating the Family Fun Day where town traders would also be invited to have stalls in the street;  Shops directory had been produced.

Tourism Issues – The Southwell Tourism Partnership had taken a stand at the recent Southwell Ploughing Match – over 100 visitors had taken leaflets/made enquiries;  The resident in King Street had agreed to have a large Christmas tree in her garden again; Arrangements for the Christmas Lantern Walk were in hand – band booked -  lantern making workshop booked.


Minster School Issues – Cllr Prentice is meeting with the Headmaster the following week.

11.
Correspondence   - 


Notts County Council – acknowledgement of BBC bid for alterations to kerbs near SLC


NSDC – Letter ref not successful for Fairplay playbuilder capital grant.


Noted and taken as read

12.
Date of next meeting.            Wednesday 10th December  2008

Signed:……………………………………….    Date:……………….

Chairman, Finance and Policy Committee.

